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Life Of Milton Samuel Johnson
Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank verse by the 17th-century English poet John Milton
(1608-1674). The first version, published in 1667, consisted of ten books with over ten
thousand lines of verse. A second edition followed in 1674, arranged into twelve books (in the
manner of Virgil's Aeneid) with minor revisions throughout and a note on the versification. It is
considered by critics to be Milton's major work, and it helped solidify his reputation as one of
the greatest English poets of his time.The poem concerns the Biblical story of the Fall of Man:
the temptation of Adam and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and their expulsion from the Garden
of Eden. Milton's purpose, stated in Book I, is to "justify the ways of God to men."In his
introduction to the Penguin edition of Paradise Lost, the Milton scholar John Leonard notes,
"John Milton was nearly sixty when he published Paradise Lost in 1667. [The writer] John
Aubrey (1626-97) tells us that the poem was begun in about 1658 and finished in about 1663.
But parts were almost certainly written earlier, and its roots lie in Milton's earliest
youth."Leonard speculates that the English Civil War interrupted Milton's earliest attempts to
start his "epic [poem] that would encompass all space and time."Leonard also notes that Milton
"did not at first plan to write a biblical epic."Since epics were typically written about heroic kings
and queens (and with pagan gods), Milton originally envisioned his epic to be based on a
legendary Saxon or British king like the legend of King Arthur.Having gone totally blind in 1652,
Milton wrote Paradise Lost entirely through dictation with the help of amanuenses and friends.
He also wrote the epic poem while he was often ill, suffering from gout, and despite the fact
that he was suffering emotionally after the early death of his second wife, Katherine Woodcock,
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in 1658, and the death of their infant daughter (though Milton remarried soon after in
1663).......... John Milton (9 December 1608 - 8 November 1674) was an English poet,
polemicist, and man of letters, and a civil servant for the Commonwealth of England under
Oliver Cromwell. He wrote at a time of religious flux and political upheaval, and is best known
for his epic poem Paradise Lost (1667), written in blank verse. Milton's poetry and prose reflect
deep personal convictions, a passion for freedom and self-determination, and the urgent
issues and political turbulence of his day. Writing in English, Latin, Greek, and Italian, he
achieved international renown within his lifetime, and his celebrated Areopagitica
(1644)-written in condemnation of pre-publication censorship-is among history's most
influential and impassioned defences of free speech and freedom of the press........... Samuel
Johnson (18 September 1709 [O.S. 7 September] - 13 December 1784), often referred to as
Dr Johnson, was an English writer who made lasting contributions to English literature as a
poet, essayist, moralist, literary critic, biographer, editor and lexicographer. Johnson was a
devout Anglican and committed Tory, and has been described as "arguably the most
distinguished man of letters in English history." He is also the subject of "the most famous
single biographical work in the whole of literature," James Boswell's Life of Samuel Johnson....
Designed for students new to Milton's work, this sourcebook outlines the seventeenth-century
contexts, examines a range of responses to the poem, reprints frequently studied passages of
the poem and suggests further reading.
???????????????,???,?????????????????,????????????????

'If a man is to write A Panegyrick, he may keep vices out of sight; but if he
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professes to write A Life, he must represent it really as it was.' In the last of his
major writings, Samuel Johnson looked back over the previous two centuries of
English Literature in order to describe the personalities as well as the
achievements of the leading English poets. The major Lives - of Milton, Dryden,
Swift, and Pope - are memorable cameos of the life of writing in which Johnson is
as attentive to human frailty as to literary prowess. The shorter Lives preserve
some of Johnson's most piercing, critical judgements. Unsentimental,
opinionated, and quotable, The Lives of the Poets continues to influence the
reputations of the writers concerned. It is one of the greatest works of English
criticism, but also one of the most humanly diverting. This selection of the Lives
of ten of the most important poets draws its text from Roger Lonsdale's
authoritative complete edition. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford
World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around
the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features,
including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the
text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
Biography was Samuel Johnson's favorite among literary genres, and his Lives of
the Poets is often regarded as the capstone of his career. The central place of
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biography in his oeuvre is explored in this collection of nine original essays by
leading Johnson scholars. Varied in their focus and approach, the essays range
from a philosophical overview of Johnson's notion of the relation between life and
art, to a detailed reading of the Life of Milton, to a speculation on the value of the
Lives in the classroom. Emerging clearly in the essays are the dual concerns -artistic and intellectual -- that can be pursued in Johnson's biographical writings.
On the one hand, they are complex creative works that reward literary analysis,
traditional and modern. On the other, with their wide range, they offer a special
insight into Johnson's eighteenth-century world -- the state of biography at the
time, the tradition of English poetry, literary criticism and its philosophical values,
and, of course, Johnson himself with his powers and failings. Domestick
Privacies thus offers important new perspectives not only to professed
Johnsonians but to all who study biography, criticism, and the eighteenth century.
In The Reason of Church Government, a thirty-three-year-old John Milton writes
of his hope that by labour and intent study... joyn'd with the strong propensity of
nature, I might perhaps leave something so written to aftertimes, as they should
not willingly let it die. Even the young Milton, committed as he was to achieving a
place in the annals of poetic history, might have been surprised by the strenuous
efforts in aftertimes to keep his legacy alive. The fifteen essays that comprise this
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collection focus, from varied perspectives, on Paradise Lost, Paradise Regained,
and A Mask, poems that have attracted sustained critical attention. Several
consider shorter poems, such as the Nativity Ode, The Passion, Upon the
Circumcision, and Sonnet 14. Some pursue issues of sources, authorship, and
audience, while still others probe extant biographical records or reflect on the
author as biographical subject. Diverse though they are in subject matter,
approaches, and emphases, all demonstrate how Milton scholarship in the twentyfirst century continues to be committed to not willingly let ting] Milton's literary
legacy die. Kristin A. Brothers University. Charles W. Durham is professor
emeritus of English at Middle Tennessee State University, and is president of the
Milton Society of America.
Samuel Johnson is often represented as primarily antagonistic or antipathetic to Milton.
Yet his imaginative and intellectual engagement with Milton's life and writing extended
across the entire span of his own varied writing career. As essayist, poet,
lexicographer, critic and biographer - above all as reader - Johnson developed a
controversial, fascinating and productive literary relationship with his powerful
predecessor. To understand how Johnson creatively appropriates Milton's texts, how
he critically challenges yet also confirms Milton's status, and how he constructs him as
a biographical subject, is to deepen the modern reader's understanding of both writers
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in the context of historical continuity and change. Christine Rees's insightful study will
be of interest not only to Milton and Johnson specialists, but to all scholars of early
modern literary history and biography.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
This is the first study to assess the effect of Johnson's essayistic talents on the entirety
of his writing.
Johnson himself wrote in 1782: 'I know not that I have written any thing more generally
commended than the Lives of the Poets'. Always recognized as a major biographical
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and critical achievement, Samuel Johnson's last literary project is also one of his most
readable and entertaining, written with characteristic eloquence and conviction, and at
times with combative trenchancy. Johnson's fifty-two biographies constitute a detailed
survey of English poetry from the early seventeenth century down to his own time, with
extended discussions of Cowley, Milton, Waller, Dryden, Addison, Prior, Swift, Pope,
and Gray. The Lives also include Johnson's memorable biography of the enigmatic
Richard Savage (1744), the friend of his own early years in London. Roger Lonsdale's
Introduction describes the origins, composition, and textual history of the Lives, and
assesses Johnson's assumptions and aims as biographer and critic. The commentary
provides a detailed literary and historical context, investigating Johnson's sources,
relating the Lives to his own earlier writings and conversation, and to the critical
opinions of his contemporaries, as well as illustrating their early reception. This is the
first scholarly edition since George Birkbeck Hill's three-volume Oxford edition (1905).
This is volume one of four.
Samuel Johnson's last literary work, the Lives of the Poets, offers a detailed survey of
English poetry from the early seventeenth century down to Johnson's own time. Always
recognized as a major contribution to English biography and criticism, it is also one of
Johnson's most readable and eloquent achievements. This is the first scholarly edition
since 1905 and includes a full introduction and critical apparatus. This is volume one of
four.
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A major academic controversy has raged in recent years over the analysis of the
political and religious commitments of Samuel Johnson, the most commanding of the
'commanding heights' of eighteenth-century English letters. This book, one of a trilogy
from Palgrave, brings that debate to a decisive conclusion, retrieving the 'historic
Johnson.'

Samuel Johnson's last literary work, the Lives of the Poets, offers a detailed
survey of English poetry from the early seventeenth century down to Johnson's
own time. Always recognized as a major contribution to English biography and
criticism, it is also one of Johnson's most readable and eloquent achievements.
This is the first scholarly edition since 1905 and includes a full introduction and
critical apparatus. This is volume two of four.
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